17.   LETTER TO LORD WILLINGDON

KINGSLEY HALL,

S. W. E. 3,

September 18, 1931

DEAR  FRIEND,

Your air mail letter of the 4th came to me as a great relief.
The same mail brought me letters from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru informing me of your very kind
letters to them All this makes my burden easy and I thank you
for it. I thank you too for giving prompt attention to my letter
regarding Dr. Ansan and Seths Jamal Mohammad and Birla.
I suppose, in due course I shall hear from S.CXS.1 also.

I understand what you say about Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan and appreciate the frankness with which you have written
about him. But I am hoping that your judgment will prove
[to] have been unjustified by events. You, perhaps, do not know
that he has limited knowledge of English. He cannot write
letters coherently in English and he has to get assistance. All
the same I recognize the ludicrousness of his secretary writing to
your secretary to arrange an appointment. But I would like
you still to have a corner in your heart for Abdul Ghaffar Khan.
I have found him to be thoroughly trustworthy and a good worker.

I fully share your sorrow over the Ghittagong murder and
am doing all I can to wean the mad youths from their error.

I am glad to be able to tell you that I have received from all
classes of people nothing but genuine kindness. As you know,
I am deliberately living in the East End of London, and in an
institution which is designed for the service of the working classes
living in the East End. I therefore come in daily contact with
simple poor people, and it is a matter of joy to me to see them
greeting me. I do not at all feel that I am in the midst of strangers.

For the rest, it is too early for rne yet to say anything.

I hope that this will find both you and Lady Willingdon in
the enjoyment of excellent health.

Tours sincerely >
From a photostat: S N. 17778

1 Secretary of State;
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